
Holiday Night Lights at Rotary Park
Take part in this annual tradition by car, by foot, by sleighride ― or all three! 
For more details or to register, please call (636) 332-9236.

The annual Wentzville Holiday Night Lights display opens Friday, Nov. 27 for 
the holiday season. Come enjoy a one-mile light display that features large 
illuminated commercial scenes and tunnels of twinkling lights. This holiday 
display is a great way to experience the magic and joy of a winter wonderland 
close to home. From Nov. 27- Dec.13, the display is open Thursdays through 
Sundays evenings from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Dec. 17-30, the display is open daily 
(except Dec. 25). Drive-thru admission is only $8 for vehicles holding up to six 
passengers; $1 for each additional person after the sixth.

This walk-thru event on Monday, Dec. 7 begins at 6 p.m. and guides visitors 
through the lights at a slower, more intimate pace. On this magical night, 
attendees will stroll through the one-mile light display, enjoying enchanted 
scenes, twinkling lights and holiday-themed music. After walking the 
illuminated route, participants will have refreshments and visit with Santa at 
the Kolb Building. The cost is $3 per person (in advance); $5 at the gate. The 
inclement weather date is set for Dec. 8.

Here’s a great twist on the old-fashioned hayride! Book a tractor-pulled 
hayride through beautiful Rotary Park to tour the breathtaking Holiday Night 
Lights. Rides are available Nov. 28-Dec. 30 on Mondays and Wednesdays 
only at 6 p.m., 6:45 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 8:15 p.m. and 9 p.m. (except Monday, 
Dec. 7). Sleigh Hay Rides are perfect for scouts, church groups, picnics, 
company parties, or family/ neighborhood get-togethers. Sip hot chocolate, 
munch on cookies and listen to holiday music while sitting around the 
bonfire. Rides are scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis, with a two-
week notice required; no refunds will be given, unless the light display is 
closed. 
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INSIDE: Holiday Events and Hours, #ShopWentzville and More!

TREE LIGHTING
What: Christmas Tree Lighting

When: Sunday, Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m.

Where: The tree is located at the 
intersection of Pearce Boulevard 
and Luetkenhaus Boulevard, in an 
area of land near Pete’s Drive-In. 

What you need to know: 
Gathering for the tree lighting 
begins at 5:30 p.m. with holiday 
musical entertainment to kick off 
the festivities.

Mayor Nick Guccione will 
officially light the tree, just prior to 
the start of the Annual Christmas 
Parade. 

Get parade 
details here ...

 
Christmas Parade in 
Downtown Wentzville

On Dec. 6, Wentzville will celebrate the holidays 
with its 13th Annual Christmas Parade. The parade will 
begin immediately following the Wentzville Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony, which takes place at 5:30 p.m. 
The parade starts at Budget Towing on Luetkenhaus 
Boulevard, travels south on Luetkenhaus Boulevard, 
then heads west on Pearce Boulevard, and ends at 
the Wentzville firehouse (at 209 W. Pearce Blvd.). At the 
firehouse, attendees can enjoy cookies, candy canes, 
hot chocolate, and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus.
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Did You KNOW?

• WILD ABOUT ART 
124 E. PEARCE BLVD. 

• LANDFAIR CORP. 
2 W. MAIN ST. 

• CLOUD PRO SOLUTIONS 
231 CREEKSIDE OFFICE DR. 

• AFTERSHOCK VAPOR & LOUNGE 
1826 W. PEARCE BLVD., STE. 104 

• SMITH & DAIBER LAW FIRM 
2 W. MAIN ST. 

• GYPSY MOON BOUTIQUE 
6 W. MAIN ST.

Why #ShopWentzville?
As consumers, we have the power to shape our City. Isn’t that an amazing thought? When 

you #ShopWentzville, you are pledging to make a concerted effort to impact our local 
businesses ― both big and small. So why should you choose to shop local? 
•   Your money stays here. Locally owned businesses usually purchase from other locally    
     owned businesses.
•   Local business owners typically contribute more to local charities ― keeping the money in
     Wentzville.
• Unique businesses create character and represent our hometown culture.
• Wentzville businesses provide jobs for residents and commuters from neighboring cities.

• The sales tax you pay in Wentzville supports our parks, police and general government services.
• Shopping in Wentzville reduces your environmental impact.
• Wentzville business owners invest in the community and have a vested interest in its future.
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How Do I Pay My Bill? 
• Online at https://www.municipalonlinepayments.com/wentzvillemo.
• By completing an auto draft by credit card form.
• By completing an auto draft by checking or savings account form.
• By phone with your Visa, Mastercard, Discover or American Express; 

call (636) 639-2155, (636) 327-5101 or (636) 327-5102.
• With various forms of payment ― cash, check, money order, Visa, Mastercard, 

Discover and American Express are accepted at each payment location.
• At a payment drop box, located at Public Works (200 E. 4th St.) or the Utility Service 

Center (5 W. Pearce Blvd.).
• In the drive-thru at the Utility Service Center, Monday-Friday, from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
• In the lobby of City Hall (310 W. Pearce Blvd.) or Public Works; lobby service is 

available Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Use the #ShopWentzville hashtag on social media when you visit your favorite shops around town.

For your convenience, we offer many 
ways to pay your utility bill. For more 

information, please visit 
bit.ly/pay-a-bill.

Community Development Block Grants
Maintaining our neighborhoods and helping our residents are top priorities 

for the City of Wentzville. Community Development Block Grants (CDBGs) are 
instrumental in helping us achieve these goals. CDBG funding comes from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the purpose of helping 
low- and moderate-income households. CDBG funding covers several programs, 
from helping to maintain a home, to buying a home, or receiving transportation. 

Various restrictions apply for each of these programs, including income 
verification. Applications will be available at bit.ly/Wentzville_CDBG; deadlines 
may apply. Questions regarding any of these programs can be directed to 
Wentzville’s Building Commissioner William White by email to William.White@
wentzvillemo.org or by calling (636) 639-2040.

Check Out Our New Wentzville Businesses!



Mayor’s MESSAGE
Keep Kids Alive, Drive 25

The “Keep Kids Alive Drive 25” program is one that is near and dear to my heart. 
Neighborhood speeding is one of the biggest complaints I receive year in and year out. 
The Drive 25 program is designed to change the way people drive on neighborhood 
streets and beyond. The goal is to put an end to deaths and injuries caused by speeding 
and distracted driving on our roads. The City of Wentzville aims to educate and actively 
engage residents in a common commitment to create safer streets for the benefit of all, 
beginning in our neighborhoods.

If requested by a local Home Owners Association (HOA), and with City approval, the 
City will install “Keep Kids Alive Drive 25” signs at additional locations. Additional sign post 
costs will be incurred by the HOA at $20 per post. The signs, which must be purchased by 
the HOA, will be installed below existing speed limit signs, and shall not exceed 18” x 24”. 
To start a “Keep Kids Alive Drive 25” program in your neighborhood, please contact the 
Wentzville Missouri Police Department at (636) 639-2103 or (636) 639-2143. To learn more, 
please visit bit.ly/keepkidsalive.

Some neighborhoods have benefited from the City’s “Double Fine Zones,” which were approved in October 
2013. This designation must be requested by a subdivision’s HOA, with approval of 70 percent or more from the 
residents in that subdivision. Residents who would like to add a “Double Fine Zone” to their neighborhood should 
work with their subdivision’s HOA to acquire the necessary petition. For questions, call City Hall at (636) 332-5101.

Mayor 
Nickolas Guccione
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Winter Storm Reminders
The information below provides reminders for residents to follow 

when a snow event is predicted. Following these practices will 
not only benefit you and your neighbors but also helps the crews 
working to clear the streets so they can be as safe and efficient 
as possible. Additional information is available in the Public Works 
section of the City’s website at www.wentzvillemo.org, under the 
Emergency Winter Storm Procedures link:

• If snow is predicted, please avoid parking any vehicles on 
the street. This will assist crews and ensure that all streets can 
be plowed. If five inches are anticipated, and the Mayor 
declares a snow emergency, street must be cleared of ALL 
vehicles.

• When clearing your driveway, try to deposit snow to the left 
of the drive when facing your home. While crews cannot 
avoid pushing snow across the drive, this will help minimize 
the amount of snow that drops in front of the driveway. Never 
push snow out into street as this is illegal and can impede 
snow removal operations.

• Our primary objective is to first clear major roadways to ensure 
emergency services and benefit the greatest number of 
people possible.

• Maintaining access for the postal service is 
the mail customer’s responsibility; however, 
if a mailbox is knocked down or damaged 
as a result of snow plowing, the City will 
cover up to $50 for the cost of repair or 
replacement ― a claim may be submitted 
for damages exceeding $50. 

Below is a list of roads within 
Wentzville’s City limits that are 
cleared by the Missouri Department 
of Transportation, rather than the 
City of Wentzville. In addition to these 
roads, there are thoroughfares that 
are St. Charles County’s responsibility 
to maintain. More information 
is available in the Public Works 
Department section of the City’s 
website, under the Emergency Winter 
Storm Procedures link at 
www.wentzvillemo.org.

• Interstate 70
• Interstate 70 North and South   

       Service Roads
• Highway 40/61
• Highway 64
• Route A
• Route Z
• Route N

ROADS NOT CLEARED 
BY THE CITY



Upcoming EVENTS
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The events above will be held at City Hall (310 W. Pearce Blvd.). All meetings are subject to change.
Please check the Calendar of Events at www.wentzvillemo.org for the most up-to-date information.

H&S Tire and Automotive Center (302 E. Pearce Blvd.)
Business owner: Scott Firebaugh

What year did you open? 1977

What influenced you to locate your business in Wentzville? 
I grew up in the community and graduated from Holt High School. 

What do you feel you bring to Wentzville by having your business here? Being 
a resident of Wentzville allows us to buy-into the community. We provide 
trustworthy and quality services because we care.

What products/services does your business offer? We are a complete auto-
repair facility, we also offer new tire sales and emissions and safety inspections.

What’s your favorite thing about Wentzville? It’s rich history in tobacco, the 
railroad and local industry.

What’s next for your business? We want Downtown Wentzville to remain as 
our continued focus in the future. We recently improved our exterior and 
encourage other downtown businesses to do the same.

What’s next for Wentzville/What do you hope Wentzville will be or evolve into 
five years from now? We would like for the downtown area to remain viable in 
the future with improved aesthetics and increased business diversity.

Any additional comments, advice or news you’d like to share? As a second-generation business owner and worker 
you, as a customer, will get face-to-face interaction with the owner. I would encourage new residents to visit 
Downtown Wentzville and see everything we have to offer.

Business Spotlight This section features a new or established business in Wentzville. Do 
you have a suggestion for a business to profile? Please email the City’s 
Economic Development Director at Dan.Lang@wentzvillemo.org. 

November December
Nov. 2  Park Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
Nov. 3  Planning and Zoning, 6 p.m.
Nov. 4  Board of Aldermen, 6 p.m.
Nov. 11 Veterans Day, City Offices Closed
  Aldermen Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 12 Board of Adjustment, 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 18 Board of Aldermen, 6 p.m.
Nov. 24 Downtown Committee, 6 p.m.
Nov. 26-27 Thanksgiving, City Offices Closed

Dec. 1  Planning and Zoning, 6 p.m.
Dec. 2  Aldermen Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 6   Tree Lighting & Christmas Parade
Dec. 7  Park Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
Dec. 9  Board of Aldermen, 6 p.m.
Dec. 10 Board of Adjustment, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 15 Filing Opens for Municipal Offices, 8 a.m.
Dec. 16 Board of Aldermen, 6 p.m.
Dec. 22 Downtown Committee, 6 p.m.
Dec. 24-25 Christmas, City Offices Closed

Holiday Night Lights
Nov. 27- Dec.13, open Thursdays through Sundays.

Dec. 17-30, open daily (except Dec. 25).
Get more details on pg. 1.



2015 Tax Rate
In the last year, the Board of Aldermen adopted a strategic goal review the City’s 

long-term financial strategies. One method is to reduce property taxes. We have 
some great news for Wentzville residents: the property tax rate for 2015 is going 
down!  Last year’s rate was $.7902  per $100 of assessed value and the rate for 2015 
is $.7545 per $100 of assessed value, this represents a 4.5 percent DECREASE  in the 
tax rate. The $.7545 is the second lowest rate in St. Charles County among the five 
largest cities.

This decrease doesn’t necessarily mean your 2015 tax bill will go down by 4.5 
percent. Every odd year is a reassessment year and in 2015 the average residential 
assessment in Wentzville went up 10 percent. Please keep in mind, tax bills also 
fluctuate based on the rates of other entities. The City of Wentzville represents only a 
small portion of your total tax bill.

From the BOARD
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This section features a new or established business in Wentzville. Do 
you have a suggestion for a business to profile? Please email the City’s 
Economic Development Director at Dan.Lang@wentzvillemo.org. We Will Honor and Remember

As you may have noticed, an Honor and Remember Flag 
flies in front of both City Hall (310 W. Pearce Blvd.) and the Law 
Enforcement Center (1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.). This flag 
carries with it a deep and meaningful purpose.

The Honor and Remember Flag was designed from both 
historic military and universal icons. The red field represents the 
blood spilled by brave men and women in America’s military 
throughout our history, who willingly gave their lives so that 
we all could remain free. The white field below, represents 
the purity of that sacrifice. Each man and woman serves with 
a pure heart and a willingness to lay down their lives at any 
moment. The blue star in the center dates back to World War 
I when military families hung a solid blue star banner on their 
windows or doors representing a loved one in active duty. 
The gold star overlaying the blue, again goes back to WWI, 
and signifies that a loved one has been killed. The folded flag 
beneath the stars represents the flag that is handed to each 
family at the memorial service of their loved one. The flames 
above are an eternal reminder that we will never forget. The 
three words below complete the tribute, we will always Honor 
their sacrifice and Remember them specifically by name.

Alderman Matt Swanson (Ward 3), shared this, “To me, the 
Honor and Remember flag is a visible reminder of all of our 
military service men and women, and their families, of those 
who sacrificed their lives for our country. Harry S. Truman 
stated that, ‘Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women 
in the service of our country can never be repaid. They have 
earned our undying gratitude. America will never forget their 
sacrifices.’ This flag is a daily reminder that we must never 
forget those who gave our great country their lives.”

Board of Aldermen: Michael Rhoades (Ward 2), Sonya Shryock (Ward 2),
Mayor Nick Guccione, Linda Wright (Ward 3), Robert Hussey (Ward 1),
Cheryl Kross (Ward 1) and Matt Swanson (Ward 3).

City of Wentzville

All Other Entities



Wentzville’s Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial

Wentzville takes extreme pride in being home to 
the first Vietnam Veterans Memorial in the United 
States. The Memorial is located at 209 W. Pearce Blvd. 
Originally dedicated on Dec. 2, 1967, the site was initially 
established as a tree of lights by local residents to raise 
funds to send Christmas gifts to community servicemen 
stationed in Vietnam. Enough funds were raised to send 
the care packages, as well as place a small monument 
next to the tree. 

The original dedication day was a somber one, both 
in spirit and in weather. The rain poured down and the 
temperature was cold, but local residents stayed to 
dedicate their special gift. 

“Participants and spectators alike shivered in the 
bone-chilling cold. But few complaints were heard about 
personal comfort. People came and people stayed 
because they felt a warmth inside … perhaps a sense of 
gratitude that they were able to ‘do something.’”1

By December 1968, a 30-foot tree had been donated 
to replace the original tree of lights and two local artists 
provided a sculpture to sit beside the tree. Over time, 
however, the tree died and the memorial was subjected 
to repeated vandalism. Residents convened once 
again to plan a more permanent structure, which was 
dedicated in 1984. 

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Memorial, 
a three-day celebration, designated “Operation Silver 
Star,” was held Oct. 1-3, 1993. Activities included displays 
and demonstrations by local military units, musical 
performances, a parade, and a ceremony officially 
rededicating the Memorial.

Each year the Memorial serves as a stop during the 
annual “Run for the Wall” event. During Run for the Wall, 

motorcyclists travel cross-country, eventually ending at 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. 
This event honors and remembers U.S. POW and MIA 
servicemen and women. 

As it stands today, the Wentzville Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial consists of a single-column of red Missouri 
granite, topped by the carved figure of an eagle. 
Inscribed in the column’s base is:

Vietnam Veterans Memorial December 1967
“Whither thou goest, I will go.”

Ruth 1:16
Recently, directional signage has been placed 

throughout the community to guide visitors and 
residents to the "Nation's First Vietnam War Memorial." 
The directional signage was recommended by the 
Downtown Committee and strongly endorsed by the 
Mayor and Board of Aldermen in order to honor our 
veterans and further recognize this historic Memorial.

1 

1 Wentzville Union, Dec. 7, 1967, Number 9.

Around Town
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Filing Opens for Municipal Offices
Beginning Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 8 a.m., candidates may begin 

filing for the elected municipal offices that will appear on the 
April 2015 ballot. Candidates will need to file at City Hall, at 
310 W. Pearce Blvd. The filing period will remain open until 5 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016. If you would like more information, 
please call the City Clerk’s office at (636) 639-2010.
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Parks and RECREATION

Fun Times Guide Recognized 
with National Award

The City-County Communications & Marketing 
Association (3CMA) announced the 2015 
winners of its national Savvy Awards Competition 
during a ceremony in Atlanta on Thursday, 
Sept. 10. More than 700 entries in 36 categories 
were received. The Savvy Awards recognize 
outstanding local government achievements in 
communications, public-sector marketing and 
citizen-government relationships.

The Wentzville Parks & Recreation Department 
was recognized with a Silver Circle Award for 
its Fun Times recreation guide in the “Graphic 
Design – Publications” category. To read the full 
release, please visit bit.ly/funtimesaward.

Holiday Night Lights Turkey Dash 5K & Fun Run
On Saturday, Nov. 21, be the first to enjoy the Holiday Night Light display with a 

5K or one-mile run! The Holiday Night Light Turkey Dash will take you through the 
light display at Rotary Park just in time to see the lights before the holiday season 
kicks off! This race is fun for the entire family! There is a costume contest for team, 
best male and best female (judging at 3:45 p.m. before the race begins at 
4 p.m.). *Registration starts at 3 p.m.; race starts at 4 p.m.

The winners of the 5K run in each of the following age groups will receive 
awards; 10 and under, 11-14, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70 and older. 
The top three overall males and females will also receive awards, but they will not 
be awarded for winning their age group. The first 100 5K entrants will also receive 
a custom race shirt! Sizes are not guaranteed.

Santa Paws
Bring your dog to visit with Santa, enjoy 

a doggie treat and make a keepsake 
ornament. We will have a howling good 
time! Please remember to bring your 
camera for photos. Cost is for one dog. 
Additional dogs can be added. You must 
show proof of vaccination at the time of 
registration. The cost is $8 for residents and 
$10 for nonresidents; registration on the 
event day will be $15 per dog and a snack 
is not guaranteed.

Pancakes With Santa
Children ages 12 and under: Join 

Santa for breakfast followed by a craft, 
games and coloring. Each child will have 
individual time with Santa for parents 
to take pictures. Crafts and games are 
geared toward children ages 2 and up; 
younger children will need help from 
a parent. Breakfast will be pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit, milk and 
orange juice. The cost is $10 per resident 
and $12 per nonresident. To avoid the 
trouble of trying to save seats for your 
friends, reserve a table of 10 (adults/
children mix) for $90. This price includes 
breakfast for your entire table. Guardians 
may preregister to eat with your child for 
an additional $5 per person.

Saturday, Dec. 5
Noon at Progress 

Park Center

Saturday, Dec. 5
9 a.m. at Progress 

Park Center

The Spirit of Christmas Dinner and Dance (ages 50+)
Seniors, catch the spirit of Christmas at the park! Participants will enjoy dinner from Pete’s 

Drive-In served by Parks and Recreation Department staff and volunteers. This will be a delightful 
evening with music, dancing and door prizes. New this year ― a keepsake photo with Santa! The 
cost is $17 for residents and $21 for nonresidents.

Friday, Dec. 4
5:30 p.m. at 

Progress Park Center
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Holiday Hours
City offices will be closed on 
the following holidays:
Veterans Day, Nov. 11
Thanksgiving, Nov. 26 & 27
Christmas, Dec. 24 & 25
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1

Progress Park Recreation Center 
holiday hours:
Thanksgiving, Nov. 26, closed
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, open 6 a.m.-3 p.m.
Christmas Day, Dec. 25, closed
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31, open 6 a.m.-5 p.m.
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1, closed

Important Reminders

Holiday Trash Collection Schedule
Various upcoming holidays may impact your 

normal trash collection schedule. 

The week of Nov. 9, trash collection days will not change. 

For the week of Nov. 23, trash collection will be as follows:
  Trash collection will remain the same on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday.
 On Thursday, Nov. 26, and Friday, Nov. 27, trash collection will 
run a day late. Thursday’s collection will move to Friday and Friday’s 
collection will take place on Saturday, Nov. 28. 

The week of Dec. 21, trash collection will be as follows:
 Trash collection will remain the same on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.
 Trash collection on Friday, Dec. 25, will run a day late. Friday’s 
collection will take place on Saturday, Dec. 26.

Trash collection for the week of Dec. 28 will be as follows:
 Trash collection will remain the same on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.
 Trash collection on Friday, Jan. 1, will run a day late. Friday’s 
collection will take place on Saturday, Jan. 2.

 
Beginning on Jan. 4, trash collection will go back 

to its normal schedule. If you have questions about 
holiday collection schedule changes, please call the 
Public Works Department at (636) 639-2049, Monday 

through Friday, between 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.


